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This Month’s Communication:  November 20, 2024

November 2024

3934th

Regular
Communication

Tuesday, November 5, 2024   Grand Master’s Visitation – Adelphoi Lodge #33 7:30 PM
Wednesday, November 13, 2024   Officers Rehearsal     6:30 PM
Saturday, November 16, 2024   Grand Lodge Semi-Annual   1:00 PM
Wednesday, November 20, 2024   St. Johns Lodge #1 Providence   5:30 PM



Get Well Wishes

Lino Martin
976 Long View Drive, North Attleboro, MA 02760
Michael Northup 401-439-4099 
131 Elm St  Apt. A, Stonington, CT 06378-1177

Let us remember all sick or shut in Brothers who could use a call, 
card or visit. Please report all such brothers to the Master 
W∴ Jason Shealy or any of the following Sick and Distressed 
Committee members; Walter Kelly, Kenneth Phillips, Karapet 
Emdjian or contact Bob O’Brien at bob.obrien@gmail.com or 
401-487-4750

Master’s Message

November 20th Monthly Communication
5:30 PM: St. Johns open to transact such business    
 as shall regularly come before it.
6:15 PM:  Dinner
7:00 PM: Program

Call: Brother Senior Steward @ 401-861-1757 
or email: sj1prov@gmail.com

No later than Friday, November 15th for reservations.
Any Brother with special dietary needs beyond the listed menu, 

please mention it in your message.

Greetings My Brothers, 

The fall season continues on quite 
apace! The trees whose vibrancy 
we’ve enjoyed these past weeks are 
steadily shedding their leaves back to 
the earth, in preparation for the cold 
and reflective winter season in which 
the trees hibernate, conserve their 
energy, and await the warmth of 
spring. If only we humans could do 
the same! Nevertheless, as we 
approach the holiday season, we look 
forward to opportunities for 
connection with family, honor to our 
good fortunes, and continuing the 
work of the Craft. 

October proved to be as busy a month 
for St Johns 1P as one could ask for. 
We began by hosting a carwash 
fundraiser for the RI School for the 
Deaf athletics program, which was exceedingly successful. We 
conducted investigations on applicants for membership to the lodge, 
ahead of the EA degree later in October. Your officers held two 
comprehensive rehearsals to prepare for the EA degree, which we 
conferred on eight new Masons between our stated communication 
and a Saturday special communication. May I say, what exceptional 
degree work your officer line provided! Our EA candidates were 
suitably impressed, and are as enthusiastic to continue their journey as 
we are to join them. 

We at St Johns 1P are traveling men! We visited Rising Sun lodge to 
accompany RW Stephan H Saraidarian on his official DDGM 
visitation there. We traveled to Redwood lodge, accompanying Most 
Worshipful Grand Master Andre H Faria, Jr, on his official 
visitation to the Metro district. We concluded the month by joining at 
Grand Lodge with brethren from the jurisdiction to celebrate the 100th 
anniversary of the laying of our Grand Lodge cornerstone. It is always 
a joy to see brothers when traveling the jurisdiction. St Johns 1P is 
visible and well-represented by its officers and brothers. Thank you all 
for the work you do to keep our lodge active and engaged in these 
extremely meaningful ways. 

In honor of Veteran’s Day, for our November communication we 
welcome retired Master Sergeant Gregg Ackley. He will speak to us 
about his experience as a Delta Force operator deployed to Operation 
Gothic Serpent, Somalia, 1993. He was on the ground at the Battle of 
Mogadishu, popularized by the book and film “Black Hawk Down.” 
I’ve known MSgt Ackley for a few years now, and I’ve heard some of 
his first-hand accounts. If you are interested in hearing first hand 
stories from the lived experience of our American war heroes, you will 
not want to miss this program! MSgt Ackley tells me his debrief is 
“comprehensive,” so be prepared for a very full evening on the 
subject. 

The presentation is semi-public, so friends and family are invited. 
Lodge will open at 5:30PM, with dinner at 6:15PM, and the program 
beginning at 7PM sharp. Dinner reservations are an absolute 
requirement; given the anticipated number of attendees, we must have 
your dinner reservation in hand if you want to dine with us. Please 
contact our Senior Steward following the usual process to make a 
reservation. 

Looking a little further on in the calendar, our Holiday Party is right 
around the corner, and it is shaping up to be quite the event! I am 
excited for our change in venue to Quidnessett Country Club, who 
will no doubt provide an excellent dining and celebratory experience 
for our lodge party. It will not surprise anyone who knows me to learn 
that we have a host of excellent musicians coming to entertain us for 
the evening. There might even be an opportunity for us to sing some 
holiday tunes and carols, if we feel so inclined. Please fill out your 
reservation and send it in as soon as you are able. I hope to see you 
there! 

I leave you with a thought which I hope you will find comforting, or 
at the very least, will give you pause for consideration. As Masons, 
we endeavor to be the change in the world which we hope to see. We 
give generously of our time and resources, hoping to maximize the 
impact of our labors to affect change for as many people as possible. 
My suggestion to you, brothers, is this; despite the unquestionable 
value such labors have, and the genuine need for us to continue that 
work, such large endeavors are, in fact, not how you change the 
world. 

You change the world by picking up trash on your morning walk. 
You change the world by giving kindness and patience to the cashier 
with special needs, who needs extra time to check you out at the 
market. You change the world when you are mindful of the well-
being of a person who owes you nothing, and can do nothing for 
you. As we celebrate Thanksgiving, consider that these are the 
moments which bring true gratitude and thankfulness. Every day, 
my brothers, you will find an opportunity to serve in some small, 
unnoticed way, for which you will likely receive no accolades or 
acknowledgments. If you want to change the world, seek out those 
moments, and capture as many as you can. With enough time, those 
many small moments will become the change we’re looking for. 
From my family to yours, I wish a Happy Thanksgiving to you all.

Fraternally Yours,

W∴Charles Jason Shealy
Charles Jason Shealy
Master, St Johns No 1 Providence

Happy Thanksgiving from W∴Charles Jason Shealy, 
Master, the Wardens and Officers of 

St. Johns #1 Providence



Lodge & District Events November’s Program

Saturday 11/02/24 Logia Libertad #50  7:30 PM
Tuesday, 11/05/24 Grand Master’s Visitation 7:30 PM

Adelphoi Lodge #33 (East Bay District)
Saturday 11/09/24 Gaspee Chapter DeMolay 2:00 PM
Monday 11/11/24      Overseas Lodge #40  1:00 PM

Annual Meeting
Wednesday 11/13/24    Officers Rehearsal  6:30 PM
Saturday 11/16/24 Grand Lodge Semi-Annual 1:00 PM
 Communication
Monday 11/18/24 Rising Sun #30  7:00 PM
Wednesday 11/20/24    St. Johns #1 P  5:30 PM
Saturday 11/23/24 Gaspee Chapter DeMolay 2:00 PM
Monday 11/25/24 Jenks Lodge No. 24   7:30 PM 

Retired Master Sergeant Gregg Ackley served this great nation 
for over 42 years, with 5 years as a Department of Defense 
Contractor, 17 years as a civilian Government Program 
Manager, and 20 years in the Military. His journey started back 
in 1975 where he joined the Air Force and was a Tail Gunner on 
a B52D from 1976 - 1980. After the Air Force he attended the 
University of Massachusetts at Lowell and studied mechanical 
engineering. He joined the Army in 1985 and became Green 
Beret in December 1988. He deployed to Desert Shield/Storm, 
Provide Comfort, and Gothic Serpent. While deployed to Gothic 
Serpent he earned a Silver Star for his actions in Mogadishu, 
Somalia, October 3-4, 1993. He attended numerous Army 
schools, including the US Army Ranger School, where he 
earned 3 of the 4 awards an enlisted man can achieve, including 
the Enlisted Honor Graduate. He retired from the Army in May 
2001 and fully retired from working October 2022.

Master Sergeant Gregg Ackley

The Masonic Connection

In 1621, the settlers from the Mayflower created a tradition that would last for centuries to come. This celebration was to thank God for the 
harvest and his many blessings. Members of the Wampanoag tribe in Plymouth, Massachusetts were also invited to the feast. This feast is 
what we now call Thanksgiving where we are pushed to reflect on all that we have to be grateful for.

On September 25th, 1789 Congressman and Brother Elias Boudinot of Burlington, New Jersey appeared in front of the House of 
Representatives with a proposition. Brother Boudinot asked that the government create a committee to persuade the President and 
Freemason, George Washington, to declare a national day of thanks and prayer. Without his Masonic values, Brother Boudinot may have 
never been inclined to rally for this national day of thanks.

In 1789, President George Washington delivered the Proclamation of 1789 that assigned November 26th as the National Holiday of 
Thanksgiving. This proclamation was also a symbol to our former monarchy that the colonies were a self-governing and legitimate state. 
Washington remarked, “both Houses of Congress have by their joint Committee requested me to recommend to the People of the United 
States a day of public thanksgiving and prayer to be observed by acknowledging with grateful hearts the many favors of Almighty God 
especially by affording them an opportunity peaceably to establish a form of government for their safety and happiness.”

It goes without doubt that our national holiday of Thanksgiving would not have been established without the help of two Freemasons. 
Brother Elias Boudinot and President George Washington are two strong foundations of our Thanksgiving tradition. As Freemasons, we 
should take this time to practice gratitude for our fellow Brethren, lodges, and local communities.

Copyright © 2022. Grand Lodge of F&AM of Ohio

Ballot on Petition to Join by Degrees

Brandon Silvestri
Warwick, RI.

In Memoriam
Brother James William Tracy

Born October 19, 1948
Barney Merry Lodge #29

St. Johns Lodge #1 Providence
Entered Apprentice degree March 18, 1980 

Fellowcraft degree April 15, 1980 
Master Mason degree May 20, 1980
Signed the by-laws June 17, 1980 

Departed September 19, 2024
76 years



Thomas Smith Webb No.43

Barney Merry Lodge No. 29

Unity Lodge No. 34
1969 George W. Haworth

Living Past Grand Masters of St. Johns Lodge Number One Providence

St. Johns Distinguished Service Medal

St. Johns Lodge No. 1P 1987 Louis Micheli Jr.
1988 Thomas F. Gregory ^
1989 Duncan C. Watson
1989 Bryan W. Cooper ^
1990 Steven Skaling^
1992 Thomas F. Gregory ^ 
1993 Louis Falaguera
1993 William M. Troberman ^
1996 Eugene Thibeault
1999 Frank DiMascio ^
2000 Eugene Thibeault
2004-05 James F. Desmarais
2007 Philip R. Hartnett
2008 Robert Boehm
2010 Gary Moe
2011-12 Dennis Sullivan

(#) Honorary Past Master
(*) Corinthian Lodge No. 27
(^) Orpheus Lodge No. 36

Living Past Masters of St. Johns Lodge Number One Providence

2018-2019 Glenn S. Carlson
2020-2021 Gary S. Kaufman
2021-2022 Robert B. Ellston
2022-2023 Robert A. Palazzo
2023-2024 Douglas J. Grant

1994-1995 Ralph DiScuillo
2000-2001 Benjamin A. Phillips
2001-2002 Dennis W. Pothier
2004-2005 Bradford L. Barco
2005-2006 Wyman P. Hallstrom, Jr
2007-2008 Steven E. Smith

2008-2009 Richard S. Sokoll
2009-2010 Richard L. Ault, Jr.
2014-2015 Wyman P. Hallstrom, III
2015-2016 Raymond E. Hassell
2016-2017 Stephen T. McGuire
2017-2018 Peter Iacobucci

1967 W∴Kinglsey L.Bennett*
1968 Kenneth W. Fawthrop*
1970 W∴ Harold W. Thatcher*
1971 W∴ Rufus C. Fuller, Jr.*
1971 W∴ J. Harold Robertson*

1975 M∴W∴Wesley Reuter*
1980 W∴Ralph W. Wilkins*
1982 W∴James F. Candelet*
1992 M∴W∴Arthur R. Cole, Jr.*
1992 W∴Anthony Marcello, Jr.

1994 M∴W∴Ralph DiScuillo
1995 R∴W∴Edward L. Calamar, Jr.*
2000 R∴W∴Henry V. Aharonian*
2005 W∴Elton D. Ricker, Jr.
2007 W∴Gregory W. Dexter

2009 R∴W∴Russell A. Kawa
2014 R∴W∴Kenneth B. Phillips
2023 M∴W∴Wyman P. Hallstrom, Jr.

*deceased

1971  Hagop Tikoian
1973  John C. Crompton
1975  Robert D. Coleman
1976  Barry A. Phillips
1979 George M. Hanrahan
1980  Carl E. Croft
1981  Ralph DiScuillo
1982  Anthony Marcello, Jr.
1984  Gregory W. Dexter
1986  Elton D. Ricker, Jr.
1993  Anthony Marcello, Jr.
1994-95  Thomas A. Ashley
2001  Gregory W. Dexter
2002  William E. Whetstone
2006  Gerald T. Plemmons
2007  Russell A. Kawa
2008 Kenneth B. Phillips
2009 Ronald P. Reed
2010 Edward D. Bertrand
2011 Donald L. Williamson, Jr.
2013 Richard F. Lynch
2014 Robert J. O’Brien
2015 Timothy L. Culhane
2016 William J. DeLuca
2017 Edward D. Bertrand

2018 Richard Gonzalez
2019 Mazen M. Alsabe
2020 Scott E. Miller
2021 Joshua A. Irizarry
2022 John B. Paliotta
2023 Joseph J. Bernier 

1966 Bogos W. Pelgian ^
1970 Bernard Labush ^
1982 Steven Babigian ^
1984 Steven Babigian ^
1985 Mohamed H. Hussein ^
1986 Dennis C. Smith

St Johns Lodge Number One Providence ~ Officers 2024-2025

Master: W∴ Jason Shealy
Senior Warden: Robert Larrabee Junior Warden: William C. Gouge

Treasurer: R∴W∴Ronald P. Reed Secretary: M∴W∴Wyman P. Hallstrom, Jr. email: secretary1prov@gmail.com
Chaplain: W∴Robert J. O’Brien Associate Chaplain: Peter A. Healey

Senior Deacon: Scott C. Alexander Junior Deacon: John P. Gauthier
Senior Steward: Octavio Gomez Junior Steward: Sean C. Paley

Marshal: W∴ Joshua A. Irizarry
Sentinel: Alan Vukas

Tiler: Karapet Emdjian Associate Tiler: Thomas J. Kumes 
Master of Ceremonies R∴W∴Timothy L. Culhane

Musical Director: W∴ Larry Thienel
Lodge Reporter: W∴Timothy L. Culhane

Finance Committee: W∴Edward D. Bertrand (2026), W∴Scott E. Miller (2025), Edward O. Quinn (2027)

1978 William E. Whetstone
1985 Paul R. Moran
1990 David Lancaster
1992-93 Robert B. Ellston
1997-98 William E. Whetstone
2000 Ronald P. Reed



2024 Holiday Food Baskets
Saturday, December 14th at Scottish Rite

2115 Broad St. Cranston RI. 02905
Set-up from 6:30am – 8am 
Basket event 8am -10am 

FOR BASKET RESERVATIONS
All brothers who wish to receive a basket please call:

*Bro.: Hugo Adames II. @ 401-366-2766
Associate Tiler: Bro. Thomas Kumes @ (401)465-4458

Please only use the #s provided here for your reservation. Once you have  
made your reservation at these #s you will be put on the list. There will be no need  

for a call back or a confirmation, leaving your message will take care of your  
reservation.

Limit one (1) basket per Brother! The hard deadline 
Will be Friday the 13h @ 5 PM.

If you request a basket and do not claim it the day of, you will be billed $85 for the  
cost of the basket and your basket will also be given away to a needy family!

Thank you for your cooperation and diligence, 
St. Johns Lodge 1P wishes all our brethren and their families a happy and  

blessed holiday season.

Bros. Thomas Kumes & Hugo Adames II

 
_____________________________________________________________________

Also PICK up time is from 9am(ish) to 10am. We MUST/WILL be 
out of the building by 10:30am so PLEASE plan accordingly, 

additional baskets (if available) will be distributed at 10am to 
10:30am, Thank you. 


